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ment. Physicians, lawyers, and engineers com-
plain that they earn less than workmen. Yet
everywhere there is the same throng of candidates
for privations and ill-success. No, they come
full of the hope of grasping the marshal's baton
and enjoying the favours of the mysterious fairy
who, from time to time, covers with her patronage
some Prince Charming of the bar, of engineering,
or of medicine.

Games of chance work greater and greater
havoc. Races and speculations on the Stock
Exchange engulf salaries, the savings and the
wages of workmen, of people living on their in-
comes, of the rich and of the poor. The clubs
where members and visitors are plundered with the
same diligence are packed. Lottery tickets win
prizes, and the governments themselves resort
to them to restore the balance of their funds. The
hope of winning the great and even the little prize
is as old as man, as his solid and lasting optimism,
in spite of all the assaults of the ages.

There is something pathetic in this faith in good
fortune which animates the thousands of buyers
of lottery tickets. The chance of winning is
often less than that the earth will be plunged in
the eternal abyss. And while the pessimistic
hypothesis of perishing with the earth alarms only